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PVDA Select Are Energized by “The George Williams Experience”

Fdited by Paula Bollinger

Last November, eight lucky Maryland-based riders, all
PVDA members, were selected to ride in a clinic with George
Williams at the Chesapeake Dressage Institute (CDI) in
Annapolis, Md. The horses’ training ranged from First Level to
Intermediaire I. Here are the experiences of six of the riders who
participated, from their point of view:

« JEANETTE BAIR
Woodttock FDF (ska Woodie), 7 yer-old Hanoverian gelding

, G 4 The horse I rode is Woodstock
FDF, a homebred Hanoverian
gelding that T backed myself.

My Goals: This clinic was
particularly joyful as this was the
first opportunity to work in a clinic
situation since Woodie had returned
from five months recovery from a hind suspensory injury.
Participation was a reward unto itself. George Williams’
instruction thoughtfully kept Woodie's recovery in mind.

At the Clinic: George is a pleasure to work with. He is kind
and supportive in his instruction while still ensuring that you

perform what he is requesting of you or give it your best effort.
He explains what he would like you to do succinctly while also
providing explanation of what the goal and value is of each
exercise. This encourages you to be successful while also
providing valuable insight for auditors. I measure the success

of a clinic by my ability to repeat the exercises on my own with
similar success and make some forward strides in our overall
progress.

Upon Reflection: Besides specific exercises, I came away with
a reaffirmation that it is okay to ride your horse asserrively in
order to achieve the most from them while stll being responsi-
ble for correctness in your aids. You also must remember a
generosity toward your horse so that both of you can be
successtul. George did not cut any comers and expects the
same of each rider. He also confirmed repeatedly thar withour
the engine (the hindquarters) and throughness, you cannot
reach your ultimate goal.

* BRENDAN CURTIS
Baronessa (aka Nessie), 8-year-old Oldenburg mare
My Goals: Baronessa’s owner, Shari Glickman, was scheduled

to ride Nessie in the George Williams Clinic as she had done
the year before. Unfortunately, Shari ::leveloped a sore back in
the weeks leading up to the
clinic and offered me the ride.
I had been riding the mare
several times a week and was

eager to have some more input.
At the Clinie: | found George

Williams to be very classical, methodical and sympathetical in
his approach toward the training of any horse. I was very

excited and happy to have his input about the progression of
Baronessa’s training. He had some great ideas about warm-up
work to do with the mare in terms of where her frame should
be and the tempo that best suited her. He also provided
valuable insight with exercises for working on the half pass,

Upon Reflection: The exercises we did will be invaluable in
working toward showing Nessie at 3rd/4th Level in the spring,
What a terrific opportunity to train with an international
Grand Prix competitor. T am grateful for Shari Glickman's
generosity and her wonderful mare.

* BETSY NOVOTNY
Wellington Kid (aka Elvis), 11-year-old Hanoverian gelding

[ audited the George Williams
Clinic last year, and was so impressed
with his approach that | knew I
wanted to get Elvis into the clinic
this year.

My Goals: My only goal was that
Elvis keep his wits about him and stay
relarively calm. He can get so nervous (and then I do) that it
makes for some interesting rides. I was so happy when we
walked into the arena and nothing bothered him. After thar
I felt like everything else was going to be icing on the cake,
And it was!

At the Clinic: I have trouble gerting Elvis to carry more
behind, so I asked George to ride. On both days George kept
to the basics, constandy reminding Elvis to stay on whatever
line George established, maintaining the bend, maintaining the
rhythm, and moving away from the leg. Sounds so obvious,
but as most of us with green horses know, not easy in practice.
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